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Finally I noticed that one of the trees diminished
in size toward the ground and I recognised an
elephant's trunk. My eyes followed it down* At
the very tip it was curled buck, and this curled-
back part, with the nostrils distended, was moving
slowly from side to side quietly fishing for my
wind. She was waiting concealed beside the trail
to pick me up as 1 came along;* She was no more
than forty feet away, but when she decided to
give up and move away, 1 cculd not hear her
going although it was a dense forest and she wm
accompanied by two youngsters* Very often in
the forest where there is very little air stirring
it is hard to tell the direction of the wind. I used
to light wax taper matches as tests, for they could
be struck without any noise and the flame would
show the direction of the slightest breath of air*
In many other ways besides its smelling ability
the elephant's trunk is the most extraordinary part
of this most extraordinary animal* A man'* arm
has a more or less universal joint nt the shoulder*
The elephant's trunk is absolutely flexible at every
point. It can turn in any direction and in what-
ever position it is, and has tremendous strength.
There is no bone in it, of course, but it is con-
structed of interwoven muscle and sinew so tough
that one can hardly cut it with a knife* An ele-
phant can shoot a stream of water out of it that
would put out a fire; lift a tree trunk weighing
a ton and throw it easily; or it Is delicate enough